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~ Program ~

Atlantic Crossing Yvette Janine Jackson
Reuben Stern, Conductor

Concerto No. 5 in A major “Turkish” W.A. Mozart
I. Allegro aperto — Adagio
II. Adagio

III. Rondeau: Tempo di Menuetto — Allegro
Liynan Xie, V'iolin
Elias Miller, Conductor

Symphony No. 9 "From the New World” Antonin Dvoftak
I. Adagio — Allegro molto
II. Largo
I11. Scherzo: Molto vivace — Poco sostenuto
IV. Finale: Allegro con fuoco
Elias Miller, Conductor



~ Biographical Notes ~

Composer:

Yvette Janine Jackson is a composer and installation artist who
draws on her background in theatrical sound design to create “radio
operas,” an aesthetic of narrative soundscape composition described
by The Guardian as “immersive non-visual films.”

Recent projects include_He/lo, Tomorrow! for orchestra and
electronics co-commissioned by Carnegie Hall and American
Composers Orchestra; and_T-Minus, A Radio Opera commissioned by

the International Contemporary Ensemble. Her permanent
installations_Underground (Codes) and_Destination Freedom can be

experienced at Wave Farm in Acra, New York, and the International
African American Museum in Chatleston, South Carolina.

Jackson is a recipient of the 2025 Herb Alpert Award in the Arts
and the Giga-Hertz Production Award presented by ZKM Center for
Art and Media Karlsruhe and SWR Experimentalstudio. She has
contributed to the bilingual publication Composing While Black:

Afrodiasporische Neue Musik Heute / Afrodiasporic New Music
Today (Wolke Verlag, 2023). She is an associate professor in
Creative Practice and Critical Inquiry in the Department of Music at
Harvard University.

Soloist:

Chinese violinist Liyuan Xie was appointed by Maestro Franz
Welser-Most as First Associate Concertmaster of The Cleveland
Ofrchestra and served as Concertmaster for the 202425 season. In
this role, he has toured with the orchestra to the Lucerne Festival,
Helsinki Festival, Berliner Philharmonie, Vienna Musikverein,
Carnegie Hall and Orchestra’s Florida Residency. In February 2025,


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q44o1dtzpio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TbpBqBUIWmE
https://wavefarm.org/ta/archive/works/jjttvs
https://iaamuseum.org/
https://herbalpertawards.org/artist/2025/yvette-janine-jackson
https://www.clevelandorchestra.com/discover/meet-the-musicians/first-violins/xie-liyuan/
https://www.clevelandorchestra.com/discover/meet-the-musicians/first-violins/xie-liyuan/

he made his solo debut with the orchestra performing Schindler’s List
under conductor Keith Lockhart.

Highlights of his 2025-26 season include performing
Shostakovich’s Violin Concerto No. 1 with Maestro Yu Long and the
Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra, appearances with the Sichuan
Philharmonic Orchestra and Xiamen Philharmonic Orchestra, and
the season-opening concert with the Apollo Ensemble of Boston. He
has also been invited to give masterclasses at the Tianjin Juilliard
School and the Xi’an Conservatory of Music.

Born in China, Xie began his studies at the Middle School
Affiliated with the Shanghai Conservatory of Music under Binyou
Zhou, and he earned his bachelot's degree studying with Miriam
Fried at the New England Conservatory of Music.

Conductor:

Personal connection, identities, and the human capacity for
empathy guide the music-making of young conductor Reuben Stern.
Active in the Greater Boston area, they are the founder and music
director of the Orchestra Book Club, a volunteer ensemble dedicated

to breaking down barriers to entry in orchestral music for players,
composers, and audience members alike. Reuben also serves as
assistant conductor for the Apollo Ensemble, conductor of the

Harvard Medical School Chamber Music Society, and has cover
conducted for the Eureka Ensemble and Longwood Symphony
Orchestra.

Passionate about music education, Reuben frequently rehearses
students in the Boston Youth Symphony Orchestras and served for a
year as cover conductor for the Baltimore Symphony Youth
Orchestra. During the 2023-2024 academic year, Reuben served as


https://www.orchestrabookclub.org/
https://apolloensembleofboston.com/5161-2/

the University of Connecticut’s interim Symphony Orchestra

directot.

Reuben completed their graduate work at the Peabody Institute
under the tutelage of Marin Alsop and Joseph Young, and their
undergraduate work at Harvard University, where they studied
conducting with Federico Cortese and earned a degree in
mathematics. Reuben’s other important mentors include Aram
Demirjian and Lina Gonzalez-Granados. Reuben was the second
person ever to hold a three-year tenure as music director of Harvard’s
famed Bach Society Orchestra. They were also student conductor for
the Harvard-Radcliffe Orchestra from 2017 to 2019.

As a bassoonist, Reuben has performed internationally with the
National Youth Orchestra of the USA, under the direction of David
Robertson, Christoph Eschenbach, and others.

Conductor:
Music Director of the Apollo Ensemble of Boston since 2018,

Assistant Conductor of the Columbus Symphony, and Music
Director of the Columbus Symphony Youth Orchestra, Elias Miller

has established a reputation as a leading young conductor and
orchestra builder. He has worked with numerous orchestras across
the United States including the New York Philharmonic, the
Minnesota Orchestra, the Utah Symphony, the Nashville Symphony,
the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Albany Symphony.
Miller made his Carnegie Hall debut in the fall of 2023 guest
conducting the New York International Symphony Orchestra. Now

the orchestra's principal conductor, Miller returned to conduct them
in another program in February 2025, this time in the Harvard Club
of Boston. As the Columbus Symphony's assistant conductor, Miller
regularly conducts education, pops, and community concerts with the


https://apolloensembleofboston.com/
https://columbussymphony.com/orchestra/assistant-conductor-director-of-columbus-symphony-youth-orchestra/
https://columbussymphony.com/education/csyo/#Youth-Orchestras
https://paulushookmusicfoundation.com/page/

esteemed orchestra. Summer 2025 already saw Miller lead the
Columbus Symphony in ten concerts — including five full classical
programs — and guest conduct the Utah Symphony in two concerts.

An active conductor of opera and oratorio, Miller conducted
Festival Theater Hudson's inaugural performance: a staged
production of Wagner’s Die Walkiire (Act I) in 2021 and co-
conducted a production of Philip Glass' I Belle et la Béte at the
University of Houston's Moores Opera Center in 2022. Between
2016 and 2019, Miller led the Harvard Early Music Society in several
premieres of operatic works including the Boston premiere of J.A.
Hasse’s Alide al Bivio, the North American premiere of Telemann’s
1745 Johannespassion, and the North American premiere of J.A.
Hasse’s Sanctus Petrus et Sancta Maria Magdalena. Miller has also
conducted performances of operas by Gluck, Stravinsky, William
Grant Still, and Gilbert & Sullivan. He served as Assistant Conductor
on a staged production of West Side Story — a collaboration between
Opera Columbus, BalletMet, CAPA, and the Columbus Symphony —
in 2025 and as the Assistant Conductor of Opera Saratoga in summer
2020.

A distinguished pianist and cellist, Miller has performed solo
recitals in the United States and in Europe on both instruments and
has worked as a vocal coach and rehearsal pianist on many operatic
productions. He holds degrees from Harvard University (A.B. in
Music, summa cum laude) and the University of Michigan (M.M. in
Orchestral Conducting) and completed his postgraduate studies with
Mark Stringer at the University for Music and Performing Arts,
Vienna.
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& Jan Fleischner, John Kafalas, Peter Belknap, Shapiro-Dogan
Family Fund James Little, Drew Benson, Simeon Morrow, and Dana
Lee for their support.
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GIVE NOW
Make a tax-deductible contribution today to help us continue to offer
life-changing musical experiences for musicians and audiences alike.
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